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Editorial  
 

As President of one of the biggest and most influential Intergroups in the 
European Parliament, one crucial challenge I believe we face is that of 
protecting biodiversity. Worldwide concerns about the loss of biological 
diversity have led the UN to declare 2010 the International Year of 
Biodiversity. Important international negotiations are underway and will end 
with the Convention on Biological Diversity during the last Conference of the 
Parties (CoP) in October. 
 
The European Union has an opportunity to lead the way in developing 
innovative approaches to reduce biodiversity loss. At the beginning of March,  
Environment Ministers unanimously adopted important conclusions on the 
protection of biodiversity for the period beyond 2010, which will facilitate a 
long-term vision until 2050.  
 
The expected UN climate change summit in Cancún, Mexico, at the end of 
this year will be another opportunity to put these environmental issues under 
the spotlight as political leaders will try to reach a binding and ambitious 
agreement for the post-Kyoto period. Time is running out as deteriorating 
ecosystems are having a huge impact on climate change. The logging of 
trees in many parts of the world has led to increasing floods, which is proving 
deadly, especially during the monsoon season.  
 
The damage caused to the ocean seabed through unsustainable and 
inconsiderate fishing practices has had an irreparable effect on the diverse 
ecosystems of our seas. 
 
Resilient wetlands, oceans, forests, peat lands, grasslands and other 
ecosystems have high mitigation and adaptation potential. The conservation, 
restoration and sustainable use of these ecosystems result in increased 
adaptation potential as well as in carbon emission reductions and carbon 
storage. We need to develop measures that address biodiversity loss and 
climate change in an integrated manner in order to fully exploit the potential 
benefits and avoid the negative knock-on effects that accelerate global 
warming: the development and use ecosystem-based approaches for 
mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate change is therefore urgent .  
 
The Intergroup on “Climate Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable 
Development” will proactively act as a platform to tackle climate change and 
biodiversity in an integrated manner, involving all stakeholders. I do hope you 
will contribute to this exciting debate.   

Struan Stevenson, MEP  
Chair of the Intergroup  

January – March 2010 �
���������� �

Newsletter 
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2010 – The International Year for Biodiversity �
�

�
Biodiversity is the term given to the variety of life on Earth; it is shaped by natural processes and increasingly by the 
influence of humans. Most people appreciate the beauty of the natural world, but awareness of biodiversity, how seriously 
it is threatened, and the implications for human wellbeing, is alarmingly low.  
 
Biodiversity is not just plants and animals; it also includes ecosystems such as deserts, forests, mountains, rivers etc. It 
provides us with a large number of goods and services upon which our lives depend. The loss of biodiversity threatens 
our food supplies, opportunities for recreation and tourism, and sources of wood, medicines and energy.  
 
Our food supplies are threatened in a number of ways. The loss of genetic diversity present in wild varieties of crops may 
affect future production, as interbreeding crops strains with different beneficial traits has resulted in an increase of crop 
production over the last decades. Also, crop diversity is a necessity when a dominant crop type is attacked by disease. 
The loss of pollinators such as bees is also a risk for food supply. Human health is put at risk as 80% of people in 
developing countries use plants as a primary source of medicine,�  while 57% of the 150 most prescribed drugs have their 
origins in biodiversity� . 
 
For example, codeine and morphine are both derived from the opium poppy, while quinine, which is used for the treatment 
of malaria, comes from the yellow cinchona. Therefore the loss of plant diversity, especially unknown species, may result 
in humans losing out on potential cures for other widespread diseases and ailments.  
 
Energy security relies on reliability and resilience, in other words a steady supply of energy and a system that can 
withstand shocks and changes. However, changes in ecosystem services have the potential to impact this security. For 
example, Hydropower depends on water flow, and fuel wood and charcoal comes from forest ecosystems. All energy 
technologies rely on ecosystem services in some way - such as water used for cooling in power plants.  
 
The loss of biodiversity and ecosystems also affects indirect services such as regulating global processes: the climate and 
the atmosphere; soil and water conservation; and nutrient recycling etc.  
 
Therefore Biodiversity (often referred to as the web of life) is integral to our survival. The escalating extinction crisis shows 
that the diversity of nature cannot support the current pressure that humanity is placing on the planet. Every day 
biodiversity is being lost at up to 1,000 times the natural rate. The extinction of individual species, but also habitat 
destruction, land conversion for agriculture and development, climate change, pollution and the spread of invasive 
species are only some of the threats responsible for today's crisis. With the current biodiversity loss, we are witnessing 
the greatest extinction crisis since dinosaurs disappeared from our planet 65 million years ago. 
 
The year 2010 is a milestone for biodiversity: the United Nations proclaimed it the International Year of Biodiversity, the 
greatest opportunity ever for biodiversity to position itself on the international agenda and a unique opportunity to increase 
understanding of the vital role that biodiversity plays in sustaining life on Earth. The celebrations for the international year 
are led by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  
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Also, the 2010 Biodiversity Target expires. The Target was adopted in May 2002 during the sixth Conference of the Parties 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Target aimed to achieve, by 2010 ‘a significant reduction of the current rate 
of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level as a contribution to poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all 
life on earth.’ 

Unfortunately, we now know that this aim is far from being met. As we are facing an ever-increasing biodiversity crisis, we 
need a new, clear and realistic target to respond to it. Negotiations on the new post-2010 framework taking place 
throughout this year, paving the way for the 10th Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity in 
October. This meeting is set to be a milestone for the Convention. It is during this event that the Parties of the Convention 
are expected to adopt a new set of post-2010 biodiversity targets.  

The International Year of Biodiversity is an opportunity for people everywhere to take action for biodiversity and raise 
awareness this crisis. Thousands of events are taking place throughout the year and more information can be found on the 
CDB website. 

A cross sub group meeting of the Intergroup entitled “Preparation of the CBD – Convention on Biological Diversity - 
COP10 – Nagoya” is provisionally scheduled for the beggining of June.  

IUCN globally, and in Europe through its Countdown 2010 initiative, is a key partner in the International Year of 
Biodiversity and throughout 2010 will be celebrating biological diversity and boosting awareness of how important it is for 
our lives. 

IUCN and Countdown 2010 partners want to see biodiversity at the top of the global agenda , leading to stronger action 
from all sectors of society, including government and industry, to safeguard it. We need to do better at making the 
scientific, social, economic and cultural case for keeping diversity, and show just how much it supports nearly every aspect 
of human life and progress.  

For more information on the work of IUCN and Countdown 2010 throughout the International Year please visit their 
websites. And of course the Intergroup is always ready to assist you if you wish to run an event on Biodiversity throughout 
this crucial year.              

www.countdown2010.org                                                                                                                                           
www.iucn.org/europe                 

    Hans Friede rich                                                                                                               
Regional Director for Pan-Europe, IUCN 
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�������Let's finally talk about Forests! �
 
 
As you may know, forests are a long standing passion of mine. I was Chair of the Management Board for Mercantour 
National Park until 2008 and I have been Chair of the Association of Forest Towns & Villages in the Alpes-Maritimes in the 
southeast of France since 2001. 
 
As a Member of the European Parliament, I have drawn the attention of Commissioner Stavros Dimas and his successor 
Janez Potocnik on the need to promote an integrated forestry policy at the EU level and replace the scattered approach 
that prevailed so far. 
 
Therefore, I welcome the adoption by the European Commission on 1st of March 2010 of the Green Paper on Forest 
Protection and Information in the EU entitled "Preparing forests for climate change", as a follow-up to the 2009 White 
Paper on adaptation to climate change.  
 
Yet to me it goes well beyond the challenge of climate change and CO2 emissions. The vast array of social, economic and 
environmental functions of EU forests is duly highlighted in the text. The Green Paper should actually serve as a keystone 
to update EU’s Forestry Strategy in an ever changing world, whereas the EU Forest Action Plan will come to an end next 
year. 
 
This document is an appeal to seek out and identify concrete options for a common European approach to forest 
protection, forest management and information systems on forests. I do hope that this consultation will be the occasion to 
open a vivid debate between the public, Member States, EU institutions and all the relevant stakeholders from the entire 
EU. As forests and wooded areas cover more than 40% of the EU, all Europeans should feel concerned. 
 
For the time being, forest policy remains in the remit of the Member States. However, the EU should bring a real added 

value to Member States initiatives, for instance by fostering the development of a sustainable and competitive forest 

industry in Europe.  
 
Forests are the green lungs of our territories and a treasure for our economy and our society. So let’s keep talking about 

forests! 
    Gaston Franco, MEP                                                                                                                                                            

Chair of the subgroup Forestry      
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�Inextricable links between oceans and climate �
�
“Bottles into the sea do not often bring back the answers”1. This blue immensity covering over 70% of the Earth’s surface 
is both known and unknown, so it contains unexplored treasures. This expanse of water has been under the scrutiny of 
researchers for numerous years, who have been trying to understand further its role in the climate system and to learn 
more about marine biodiversity.  
 
Oceans and aquatic ecosystems are the world’s largest natural carbon sink. They store and cycle 93% of the global 
quantity of CO22, mitigating significantly global warming. By absorbing more than 95% of the sun’s radiation and by 
providing most of the oxygen that enters our lungs, they make life on Earth possible. Equally important is climate control 
through cloud formation as a result of evaporation, and through the movement of clouds as a result of wind processes etc.  
 
Besides their ecological role, oceans and aquatic ecosystems provide jobs and feed billions of people around the world. 
Fish counts for 15% or more of animal protein for 2.9 billion people.  
 
Climate change is one of the drivers preventing the oceans and aquatic ecosystems from fully playing their role. The rise 
in sea level threatens entire territories and represents a major challenge. A one meter rise would totally submerge the 
Maldives and up to a third of Bangladesh resulting in millions of people being displaced. Acidification is another 
consequence of ocean warming; it undermines the ability of the oceans to buffer CO2 emissions – cold waters have an 
enhanced absorption capacity – and jeopardizes marine biodiversity. As a result, if current trends in greenhouse gas 
emissions continue, many coral reefs may be lost over the next 20-40 years, resulting in devastating consequences for 
the numerous species they contain and for the coastal communities that are less protected against extreme weather 
conditions. Moreover, global warming leads to a proliferation of invasive alien species and to substantial modifications in 
the distribution and abundance of fisheries. In northern Benguela, penguins and garnets have declined by over 80% over 
the last 50 years, while sardines and anchovy have been replaced by jellyfish. Fishermen need to adapt to this new 
situation and the socio-economic consequences arising from these changes are worrying.  
 
As “bottles into the sea do not often bring back the answers” more research is needed in order to further understand and 
predict past and future changes, thus enabling us to cope with them efficiently.  
 
Aware that urgent action is needed to keep oceans and aquatic ecosystems healthy, the European Commission calls for a 
strategy to adapt to climate change in coastal and maritime areas under the Integrated Maritime Policy3. The Intergroup 
will continue to contribute significantly to the de bate on maritime issues. Climate change, invasive a lien species, 
marine biodiversity, maritime transport, fisheries,  aquaculture, and offshore energy are some examples  of the 
issues that will be addressed . 
          
1 Antoine Blondin 
2 Strategic Framework for Fisheries, Aquaculture and Climate Change”, PaCFA. 
3 Progress Report on the EU’s Integrated Maritime Policy, COM(2009)540 final, 10.10.2009 
�

                                                                                                                                                    Despi na Symons 
                           Director of EBCD  
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3 questions to ….                                                                   
Jo Leinen, Chairman of the EP Environment Committee  

 
 
 
The COP15 Climate change Summit in Copenhagen was a  failure. Do you think that a binding agreement can  be 
reached in Mexico this year? And what should the EU  change to be in the driver’s seat?  
 
More than 100 countries have now officially signed up to the Copenhagen Accord and registered their national pledges for 
CO2 reductions, which is certainly a positive signal and gives us a good basis for the international climate change 
negotiations.  On March 9th the last major economy China formally signed and thus endorsed the agreement.  
 
However, the experience from Copenhagen has shown that many interests need to be considered. The EU should aim 
high for Cancún but should also be prepared that the process for a binding agreement could last till South Africa in 2011. If 
a full fledged agreement cannot be achieved by 2010, we must strive to find solutions for individual sectors, such as on 
forest protection or air and maritime transport. Our aim must be to avoid any gap between the end of the Kyoto 
commitment period in 2012 and a new binding climate protection framework.  
 
The EU has to develop a clear strategy for climate protection and demonstrate leadership and credibility by fulfilling its own 
reduction targets and by providing its agreed financial contributions for the necessary adaptation and mitigation measures 
in developing countries in the short term as well as by setting up a solid mechanism for the generation of the crucial long 
term funding. A very promising instrument in this regard is certainly an international carbon market that would contribute 
simultaneously to the reduction of CO2 emissions and to the creation of revenues.   
 
In Copenhagen, there was a rift between industrialized and developing countries. This situation urgently needs to be 
overcome. The EU is very well placed to reach out to the ACP or the G77 countries by using its various bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation structures. It must utilize them to build trust and understanding between the actors involved and 
develop incentives and support mechanisms for compliance with the climate protection aims.   
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2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity. Wha t will be the ENVI Committee’s role in setting the post-2010 
targets and in preparing the CBD COP10 meeting in N agoya?  
 
The loss of biodiversity in the EU and globally is alarming; the EU strategy agreed in 2001 to halt it has regrettably not 
reached its targets. Just in February 2010 the ENVI committee has supported a resolution for the upcoming endangered 
species protection conference CITES and strongly campaigned for an inclusion of the Atlantic blue fin tuna and of 
elephants in the so called Annex I of the convention that bans all international trade with these species. This would have 
represented an important step in preventing overexploitation of fishing stocks and the extinction of entire species for profit 
interests.  
 
Prior to the COP10 meeting in Nagoya the Parliament will increase awareness for the issue of biodiversity loss. ENVI is 
currently working on a report on how member states are implementing legislation on biodiversity and the Natura 2000 
policy. But we will also look forward and develop our own ideas for Nagoya on how the loss of biodiversity cannot only be 
halted but reversed. 
 
We still have to close a lot of knowledge and data gaps and then develop a coherent approach on how we can improve 
society's welfare without destroying our environment. Detrimental and damaging subsidising policies need to be 
abolished. Biodiversity and sustainability will form an integral part of the new EU 2020 strategy as well as for the reform of 
the common agricultural policy.    
 
We also have to find global partners for our goals and our fight as many issues cannot be solved by the EU alone.  
 
 
Climate change and biodiversity are two sides of th e same coin. In your view, what is the potential of  the 
ecosystem based approach in mitigating and adapting  to climate change? Do you think that its role is s ufficiently 
recognized and its implementation promoted?  
 
With the TEEB (The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity) study the UN has developed a powerful instrument that 
helps to recognize the economic potential and actual contributions of ecosystems to our lives and welfare by putting a 
price tag on biodiversity. It is very important that the link between e.g. a functioning coral reef ecosystem, the livelihood of 
local fishermen and of revenues from tourism is fully understood and not jeopardized for short term profits.  
 
The International Year of biodiversity should be used to promote the right perception of ecosystems on all levels. We must 
no longer support behaviour that privatises profits from the exploitation of ecosystems but leaves the costs to the 
community.  
 
There is certainly still a lot of work to be done on this level. For too long we have taken nature's contributions for granted, 
even disregarded and polluted it. Now, with initiatives that aim e.g. at internalising external costs in the transport sector, 
we are slowly beginning to change society's views. A better understanding of the interdependences of our ecosystems is 
very valuable for mitigating climate change and for adapting our production and consumption patterns to a more 
sustainable level and a more efficient use of resources.  
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Debate: Electric vehicles: the panacea? 
 

Battery electric and fuel cell electric vehicles ne ed coordinated and 
energy efficient infrastructure build-up 

�
 
Fuel cells in hybrid or full electric drive vehicles coupled with renewable and other non-carbon sources of hydrogen will be 
an important component of a decarbonised EU transport system.  
 
Over the last few years, European industries and a significant number of SMEs together with R&D centres that benefited 
from the support of EU programmes realised an impressive reduction in costs and significant technical breakthroughs, 
which were the basis for the first announcements of major car companies regarding the production of fuel cell cars by 
2015. Fuel cells electric vehicles and battery electric cars will cross fertilize each other’s development as fuel cell cars use 
small batteries and battery cars can use fuel cells as range extenders. 
 
Therefore, in order to build an economically and environmentally sustainable infrastructure for the use of both batteries, as 
fuel cell electric vehicles, it will be of paramount to confront as soon as possible the efficient use of primary resources, 
both fossil and renewable energy, in electric transport.  
 
The European Hydrogen Association (EHA), representing 16 national hydrogen and fuel cell associations, is teaming up 
with the European Regions and Municipalities Partnership for hydrogen and fuel cells (HyRaMP) to facilitate the 
coordination of an intelligent national and local infrastructure build-up that makes the best use of primary energy in 
transport. Policy support at all levels needs to materialise within the next 5 years to leverage funding and create 
sustainable global market growth, as well as a level playing field for European industries that have been frontrunners in 
this technology.  
 
With the right incentives, the development of a decarbonised electric transport system will contribute to all EU 2020 
drivers, as mentioned in the recent EU 2020 Communication, in several ways: 

1. Accumulate knowledge on a new energy and transport technology and produce commercial applications that 
generate more jobs; many fuel cell systems are already competitive products requiring a new and well trained 
workforce; 

2. Foster creativity and innovation, especially in SMEs; many hydrogen and fuel cell design-to-product development 
took place in Europe’s small and medium sized companies; 

3. Facilitate a step change to a clean and efficient use of primary energy sources, including renewable sources: fuel 
cell electric vehicles powered by hydrogen, produced from renewable energy, are able to cover all transport needs 
by 2020 (with significant investment and policy support!), see table 1 below. 
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Recharging fuel efficiency standards 
 

 

 
 
Visitors to any motor show in recent months are left with only one impression: the future is electric. Virtually every 
manufacturer exhibits a car powered by batteries. It is just as clear that electric cars are the talk of the town in Brussels' 
political quarter. In September, European Commission President José Manuel Barroso declared that “the development of 
clean and electric cars” would be a key priority in the next five years. On 20 January, Spain's Prime Minister José Luis 
Rodríguez Zapatero echoed that vision in a presentation of his country's EU presidency plans.  
 

But EU policymakers should avoid a strategy that focuses exclusively on promoting and/or subsidising electric cars. 

A vision for electric cars has failed before, in California in the late 1990s. The popular 2006 film, “Who killed the electric 
car?” identified the villains as oil companies, poor-quality batteries, car manufacturers and customers. But the film-maker 
let the real murderer get away undetected: California's failure was to let conventional cars stand still while trying to force 
the market to adopt a single, expensive new technology. 
 
Although a number of the world's biggest companies (including Toyota, GM and Ford) launched decent products, they 
simply could not compete on price with petrol equivalents. If petrol cars had been forced to offer fuel efficiency equivalent 
to that of electric cars, they would have been left for dust. 
 

The EU will be able to level the playing-field for electric cars – and move the entire market towards low-carbon technology 
– only if all producers are forced to make all new cars more fuel-efficient. 

The EU should start by revising the current law on emissions by new cars. This enables carmakers to sell three gas-
guzzlers for every electric vehicle they sell; in other words, the more electric cars they sell, the less carmakers have to do 
to improve the rest of the fleet. Overall emissions will go up. Super-credits should be scrapped – and certainly not 
extended to vans, as the Commission has proposed. 

The EU should also introduce a consistent, long-term series of evolving targets for fuel efficiency: 80g/km CO2 for 2020 
and 65g/km CO2 for 2025 would be a great start. 

That same stick started all the buzz about electric cars, and will be the key to ensuring their success. If policymakers 
really want electric cars to power ahead, they should start by recharging fuel-efficiency standards for the whole fleet. 

 
Nusa Urbancic 

 Policy officer T&E 
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