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Background and main objectives of the International Climate 

and Forest Initiative

SOURCE: The Norwegian Ministry of Environment

Background

Launched at COP13 at Bali in December 2007

Placed at the Ministry of Environment ïworks closely with the Norwegian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and other relevant ministries

Aims to contribute to reduced global warming by reducing emissions from 

deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) in developing countries

Promoting sustainable development and poverty reduction is an overriding goal for 

the initiative, as with all Norwegian foreign development policy

Objectives

To work towards the inclusion of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation 

in a new international climate regime

To take early action to achieve cost-effective and verifiable reductions in greenhouse 

gas emissions

To promote the conservation of natural forests to maintain their carbon storage 

capacity
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Main messages

REDD+ an indispensible part of the 

solution to climate change

An Interim REDD+ Partnership is 

urgently needed, and can be done

Such a partnership can provide the first 

large scale, sector -wide climate change 

partnership, and could move the 

UNFCCC negotiations forward

A process is under way to launch the 

partnership at the Oslo Climate and 

Forest Conference on May 27
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Reducing deforestation is an essential lever to mitigate climate change, 

and to promote sustainable development

Climate change is one of the biggest 

challenges of our time

Deforestation and forest degradation in 

developing countries contribute to almost one 

fifth of all greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)

Reducing deforestation and forest degradation 

is a cost -effective measure to decrease GHG 

emissions

Reducing forest loss sustains livelihoods and 

protects water resources, ecosystems and 

biodiversity



The Norwegian Climate and Forest Initiative |

REDD + could 

provide one third 

of cost -effective 

reduction potential
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EUR 2 billion needed on average 

over first 3 years to get going
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Early action on REDD + is critical to achieve emission reduction 

from forestry at scale in 2020

ǐREDD+ cannot deliver ~4 Gt 

in 2020 without action now

ǐPreserves invaluable 

biodiversity

ǐBuilds trust in the 

negotiations

ǐFacilitates action on 

afforestation and 

reforestation

Importance of early action
Emission reductions as function of REDD+ implementation

GtCO2e per year

SOURCE: McKinsey Global GHG Cost Curve 2.0; IWG IFR Secretariat
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Towards the establishment of an Interim REDD+ Partnership

Mandates:

1. Bali Action Plan

2. COP decision on methodologies

3. Near-consensus in REDD negotiations under LCA

4. Copenhagen Accord

5. Pledge of USD 3.5 billion

The first large scale, sector -wide climate change partnership

A process is under way to launch the partnership at the Oslo 

Climate and Forest Conference on May 27

Bali ïCopenhagen ïParis ïOslo ïCancun 
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What could the Interim REDD+ Partnership Achieve?

ÅCreate a coherent framework for discussing bilateral and multilateral 

REDD+ initiatives, and promoting shared goals:

ÅCommit to actions, results and finance

ÅVisibility of large -scale funding needed to motivate 

transformational change

ÅFramework of sustainable development 

ÅTransparency

ÅCoordination

ÅLearning by doing ïgenerate best practices

ÅShared guidelines for actions

ÅTargeted modifications to international REDD+ architecture

ÅThe Oslo Climate and Forest Conference will establish the framework 

within which the partnership can develop. 
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Thank you!

For questions about substantial issues related to 

the Oslo Climate and Forest Conference, contact 

Per Fredrik Pharo ( pip@md.dep.no )  

Andreas Dahl -Jørgensen ( adj@md.dep.no )

For practical questions about the Oslo Climate 

and Forest Conference, please contact 

oslocfc@mfa.no


