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Freshwater aquaculture production in EU-
15 and EU-27 countries in 2005 

Source: FAO FishstatPlus 2007
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Freshwater aquaculture production in EU-
15 and EU-27 countries in 2005 

Source: FAO FishstatPlus 2007
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Main type of aquaculture in the New 
Member States

Carp dominated extensive/semi-intensive pond aquaculture

Medieval fishpond in the Czech Republic A 300 ha fish farm in Hungary



Pond fish culture in the NMS

The fish pond is NOT just a production facility

Fishponds are integrated into the ecosystem and the 
socio-economic environment of rural regions



Role of fish ponds in an agro-ecosystem

- Fish production
- Ecosystem services
- Environmental services
- Emloyment in rural areas
- Services for recreational fisheries and tourism
- Contribute to water management in a watershed
- Shaping landscape
- Preservation of traditions



Fish production

- Production of fish feeding low on the food chain
- Polyculture fish production
- Organic fish production



Ecosystem services

- Creation of aquatic habitats 
- Maintenance of aquatic habitats 
- Contribution to biodiversity
- Fish ponds as natural nutrient filters



Environmental services

- Wastewater treatment
- Disposal of used waters of various origin
- Energy plant production
- Bioremediation



Employment in rural areas



Services for recreational fisheries and
tourism

- Angling
- Bird watching
- Water related free time activities



Contribution to water management in a watershed

- Water retention (buffer for flood and draught)
- Improvement of soil moisture
- Improvement of atmospheric moisture



Shaping landscape

Improvement of aesthetic value of a landscape



Preservation of tradition

- Education
- Fisheries traditions (olds gears, methods)
- Craftsmanship with reed, bullrush, willow etc.
- Image of aquaculture



European assistance to Asian developing
countries in aquaculture development



Need for enabling rules

- Support for ecological services

- Appropriate legislation for environmental services

- Compensation for damages caused by protected animals

- Appropriate water charges



Thank you for your attention!


