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Key areas of interest to the Spatial
Planning Working Group of the

NSRAC

Mapping areas of importance to fishing
activity

Interaction between fishing activity and
offshore windfarm developments

Interaction between fishing activity and
MPASs, especially Natura 2000




« Concern that identifying areas gives
confidential information to competitors —
particular concerns about sharing VMS

Concern that identifying ‘hotspots’ might

facilitate establishment of MPASs

Lack of track record in dealing with
environmental issues (resistance to
‘ecosystem approach’), especially where
DG Environment involved




Most pioneering work by
Inshore fishermen who may
have stronger sense of
community and do not have to

deal with trans-national issues







Two issues have propelled offshore
fishermen into need to engage

Need for Member States to propose
Natura 2000 sites for designation by
2008

The growth of windfarm developments




These Issues have brought
the fishing sector to the
negotiating table, encouraged
transparency, and made them

aware that if they do not
actively participate, decisions
will be made anyway without
them
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 Breakthrough — invaluable to the NSRAC
and other RACs in ‘trail-blazing’ input to
Implementation of the Habitats and Birds
Directives

Fishermen on a steep learning curve but
many engaged constructively

Danish and Dutch fishing sectors
facilitated provision of VMS data




Need to put themselves on the map =
cooperation with VMS, logbooks and particularly
supplying knowledge (but lack of resources for
doing this)

Their critical role in conflict resolution (trans-
boundary issues — Dogger Bank a critical test)

Their lowly position in the consultation hierarchy,
especially with windfarm development - no
cross-sectoral fora

Displacement from fishing grounds




