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UKOOA represents a Maritime Industry

• UK Offshore Operators Association Ltd 
represents 37 Oil & Gas Companies exploring, 
investing and producing in the UK Continental 
Shelf (UKCS)

• UKOOA’s Mission is to strengthen the long term 
health of the UK offshore oil and gas industry to 
maximise economic recovery from the  UKCS



Importance of Indigenous EU Oil & Gas

• EU and Norway is 4th largest producing region in world 
• Offshore oil & gas a vital energy platform for future of Europe

– Satisfies ~50% of oil and gas demand
– Invested / spent � 500 billion, contributed � 440 billion tax since 1971
– Supports ~1 million jobs in Europe
– Supports European manufacturing and service industry
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Global Power and Competing 
Fuels

Source : U D I, IEA , EM  Forecast
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European Supply and Demand

Local & Existing Supply / Demand
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UKCS has Significant Oil & Gas Potential
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‘Maximisation’ Drives Innovation:
Economic & Environmental

• A sustainable oil & gas 
industry is fully 
compatible with good 
environmental 
stewardship and our 
industry is pro-active in 
introducing new 
methods of working to 
reduce its impacts. 



UKOOA’s Objective is to Maximise our 
Indigenous Energy Resource

“To find a way to balance the 
considerable economic and 

social benefits with good 
stewardship of the world’s 

natural resources and 
environmental care.”

UKOOA’s (draft) 2006 Sustainability 
Report,

July 2006

Courtesy of Shell



Oil & Gas production  has small footprint 

• Oil and gas physical footprint is small versus a ve ry 
big sea area (beyond 12 miles)

Offshore space occupied 473,594,994 m2                           = 0.06%
Greater North Sea Area 750,000,000,000 m 2



Good Neighbours Innovate

Fishing Industry
• Oil & Gas Industry Initiatives:

– UKOOA Fishermen’s Compensation Fund
– Oil and Gas Infrastructure Database Maintenance 

and Dissemination:
– FishSafe & FishSafeII

• Moves to consolidate above in perpetuity, and 
export to Norway, Netherlands etc



Good Neighbours Talk

• Shipping
– Contractual/ commercial 

• Joint Guidelines and Committees
• Marine Safety Forum 

(operators, shippers, regulators)
• NW European Support Vessel Guidelines
• Collision Avoidance Guidelines

– Future Spatial Issues 
(vs. EU indigenous security of supply)

• Traffic Separation Schemes / Motorways of the Sea

• Sea Users and Developers Group 
(UK Marine Bill, Marine Strategy & Maritime Policy)



In Marine Governance, Clarity is Vital

• Current Policy landscape:
– OSPAR
– Maritime Policy
– Marine Strategy
– Habitats Directive
– UK Marine Bill

– UK Energy Review
– EU Energy Green paper
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Hazardous Substances Committee

Review of 
BET/BAP
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Identification, designation and formation of a 
network of MPA's and consequent assessment of 

whether an ecologically coherent network has 
been achieved
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Assessment of temporal 
trends and spatial 
distribution for sampled 
hazardous substances

General assessment of 
development in the quality 
status of the maritime area 
in relation to hazardous 
substances
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Maritime Policy must add value

• Policies, initiatives and regulations must:
– Be effective for their purpose and based on the best evidence

– Support wider policy goals (Lisbon, Climate Change, Security of 
Energy Supply, Sustainability)

– Add EU value to the governance of all human maritime activities 

• Environmental pillar must:
– Be science-based, avoiding over-reliance on the precautionary 

principle

– Focus on reduction of harm / address the real threats

– Balance all environmental, social and economic factors

– Define clearly the relationships with existing regime and 
programmes



UKOOA and the EU’s indigenous oil and gas 
industry support the consultation to deliver:

• A Maritime Policy that is integrated, fit for 
purpose and gives demonstrable, cost effective, 
benefit can help to optimise the economic 
potential of the maritime sector

• And help to maximise the contribution of 
Europe’s indigenous oil and gas to the Maritime 
sector, to Europe’s energy supply and wider 
economy and society


