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We are living a turning point in the 
History of the development of mankind. 
The transition into a low carbon 
economy represents a remarkable 
economic opportunity for Europe but 
competitiveness and sustainability have 
to go hand in hand, counterbalancing 
the risk of relocation to countries with 
no binding targets for carbon emissions. 
  
Climate change represents a huge 
challenge for the planet and a great 
responsibility for the European 
Parliament, which will play a 
fundamental role in the shaping of the 
far-reaching proposals presented by the 
European Commission in January, 
following the mandate from last year’s 
Spring European Council. The Parliament 
will have to deliver outcomes before the 
European elections, matching the aims 
of the EU’s Lisbon strategy with the 
integrated climate-energy package, 
boosting growth and jobs through green 
technology innovation.  
 
These climate goals will have to be 
delivered without undermining the 
Millennium Development Goals, notably 
food prices and the biodiversity 
heritage. A global agreement is urged 
for the sake of International stability and 
security, aiming at tackling the rising 
conflicts over natural resources and 
environmental migration. 
 
The   European   Parliament   will be 
able to provide  input to  the definition of 
	

the EU position in view of three key 
upcoming international meetings  in   
2008:   the    international climate 
negotiations   (Poznan, December), the 
Conference   of   the   Parties   to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) (Bonn, May), as well as the 
World Conservation Congress, 
(Barcelona, October).  
 
The Parliament is also invited to 
contribute actively to modelling the new 
integrated maritime policy, turning its 
ambitious goals into concrete actions, 
multiplying synergies between sectoral 
policies and offering a sustainable 
response to the ever growing demand 
for fisheries products in a decreasing 
stocks context, and to the challenges of 
a continuously expanding aquaculture.     
 
The Intergroup on Sustainable 
Development (ISD) will proactively act 
as a platform to address these 
concerns in a holistic, cross-sectoral 
perspective, involving different 
stakeholders. I do welcome you to 
contribute to enrich this fascinating 
debate. 

Struan Stevenson, MEP 
President of the ISD 

Governments, NGOs, business, the UN and 
academia. Together in one place for 10 days: to 
debate, share, network, learn, commit, vote and 
decide. The objective: ideas, action and solutions for 
a diverse and sustainable world. 
 

The Congress of the World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) will be held in Barcelona from 5-14 October 
2008. More than 8,000 of the world’s leading 
decision  makers  in  sustainable, development: from 
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 BIODIVERSITY, THE POOR SISTER 
 

royal eagles? Why defend the infinite and 
unknown Biodiversity in which deep forests and 
wetlands are mysteriously « rich »? Why defend 
fishes against fishermen? 
 
Well, because in the early seventies, some 
forgotten and meek kind of corn, surviving in 
Maya areas saved all the industrially selected 
corn of the world against a pest. Because when 
over-fishing will have turned seas into deserts, 
there will be no more jobs for fishermen. 
Because we know today that the patient work of 
untamed biological processes in tropical rain-
forest captures more carbon dioxide than the 
biofuels some would like to cultivate in their 
place could. 
 
In May 2008 the Conference of the Parties of 
the CBD takes place in Paris. It is a great 
opportunity to put the CBD in its rightful place: 
equal to Climate Change on the agenda of 
Humankind... and European Parliament.  
 

Alain LIPIETZ, MEP 
Chair of the Trade & Environment Subgroup 

 The Convention for 
Biodiversity (CBD) is 
the poor twin sister of 
the Convention against 
Climate Change. Both 
were born on the 
occasion of the Earth 
Summit (Rio 1992). 

Yet, while the CCC was signed (not ratified!) by every 
country, both the US delegation and the world NGOs in 
their by-meeting refused the CBD. Basically, it makes the 
States (and not the peasants or indigenous communities) 
« custodians » of Biodiversity. This means that firms had 
to pay for the access to biodiversity in one country, but 
rights of the communities that had saved Biodiversity at 
their own risk were just protected by some vague sub-
article. This is a compromise with too many enemies, too 
vague protectors. 
 
Moreover, few people understand what biodiversity is 
about. Don’t we already have CITES to protect rare and 
especially majestic or cute animals such as baby seals or 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISD RECENT MEETINGS  

 

  

 

European aquaculture. The 
Hearing was chaired by 
Struan Stevenson, MEP, and 
saw the participation of the 
Portuguese Fisheries 
Minister, Jaime Silva, PESH 
Committee chair Philippe 
Morillon and several other 
MEPs and Stakeholders. 
 

The results of the hearing 
were presented in a major 
conference organised by the 
European Commission, 
following which it intends to 
come up with a 
Communication in late 2008. 

The visit was led by Dirk 
Sterckx, MEP. The aim of the 
visit was to familiarise 
Members with a typical 
cargo-carrying ship leading to 
a better understanding of the 
various issues that arise from 
the Third Maritime Safety 
Package and the recent 
Communication on “An 
Integrated Maritime Policy for 
the EU”. 
 

EU MARITIME 
POLICY: THE 
“BLUE PAPER” 
 
A lunch briefing with 
Commissioner Borg 
on the “Blue Paper” 
was held in 
December with 
several 
stakeholders.  
 
It represented an 
opportunity to 
exchange different 
points of view with 
the  aim of assisting 

in defining the 
way forward for 
the future EU 
Maritime Policy. HEARING ON 

AQUACULTURE 
 
The ISD held a hearing 
in October on the 
constraints and 
opportunities    for   the 
development             of 

The ISD together 
with the “Sustainable 
Hunting, Biodiversity 
& Countryside 
Activities” Intergroup 
organised a joint 
meeting in February 
on EU Upland 
Game Conservation 
and Rural 
Development. 

Sustainable   hun- 
ting, low intensity 
farming and 
environmentally 
friendly tourism, 
were highlighted 
as important 
drivers of socio-
economic� activity 
in many upland. 
regions in the EU. 

PORT VISIT 
 
The ISD organised a 
visit to the oil tanker 
“Young Lady” in dry 
dock in the port of 
Antwerp, in November. 

agriculture, forestry, maritime affairs,      
development cooperation, trade and other 
sectors, and also organises fact finding missions, 
conferences etc. 
 
The secretariat of the Intergroup is ensured 
jointly by EBCD (European Bureau for 
Conservation and Development) and IUCN ROfE 
(The International Union for Conservation of 
Nature – Regional Office for Europe).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

INTERGROUP ON 
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IN BRIEF 
 

 

 

For thirteen years, the Intergroup on 
Sustainable Development has provided a forum 
for Members to discuss with outside experts on 
issues related to sustainable development.  
 
Since its creation, the Intergroup has been 
bringing together MEPs, the European 
Commission, the Council, civil society, industry, 
experts and scientists to help shape policy in 
various fields, aimed at achieving a balance 
between the need to protect the environment 
and the need for economic growth. 
 
The Intergroup regularly holds a variety of 
meetings   and   events   on   energy,  fisheries, 
 

GAME CONSERVATION & RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14.04 - Seminar on windfarms on peatland 
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Biodiversity – What’s happening? 
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15.04 - Seminar on windfarms on peatland 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Intergroup on Sustainable Development will hold 
a seminar on the topic of “Can building windfarms on 
peat soil be counter-productive?", on 15th  April  from  
 

The objective of this hearing is to present to the 
Parliament green technology innovative projects 
in different sectors. It also aims to raise policy 
makers awareness of their potentialities to boost 
a low carbon economy, in order to create an 
environment in which eco-innovative businesses 
can thrive and quickly and successfully reach 
European and international markets. 
 
The seminar will be followed by a tour around the 
Parliament in a hydrogen bus. 

 

06.05 - Seminar on Green Innovation  

 

 

 

 
 

A Seminar on Green Innovation will be held on 
Tuesday, 6th May from 10.00-12.30, at the European 
Parliament, in Brussels.  
 

15.30-17.30, at the European Parliament in Brussels.  
 
The aim of this hearing is to understand the 
environmental implications of building wind 
turbines on deep peatland and to raise the 
Parliament’s awareness of this issue. Experts and 
representatives from the EU institutions will 
together analyse the potential risks of the release 
of vast quantities of CO2 due to the inappropriate 
location of windfarms, with the result of creating 
more carbon emissions than they would ever 
save.  
 

 

 

 When Heads of State 
committed to ‘achieve by 
2010 a significant reduction in 
the current rate of biodiversity 
loss’ at the 2002 World 
Summit on Sustainable 
Development, this ambitious 
2010 biodiversity target was 
lauded as a historic step into 
the    right   direction.       This  
 decision followed the example of the Member States 

of the European Union, who in 2001 committed to 
‘halt biodiversity loss by 2010’, and an earlier 
decision by the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD). With less than 1000 days left - are we on 
track - to reaching the 2010 biodiversity target? 
 
According to the recent findings of a Eurobarometer 
survey, an overwhelming majority of Europeans 
believe that the loss of biological diversity is a 
serious problem. Pollution and man-made disasters 
are seen as the biggest threats to biodiversity, 
followed by climate change and the intensification of 
agriculture, forestry and fishing. Europeans see a 
moral obligation to conserve nature. 
 
Since the target was set the EU has responded with 
the Message from Malahide in  2004, which was also 

the birthplace of IUCN’s Countdown 2010 
initiative which to date has more than 500 active 
partners around the globe working together 
towards the 2010 biodiversity target. In 2006, the 
EU released its Biodiversity Communication on 
2010 and beyond, which was followed by 
European Parliament resolution of 22 May 2007 
on halting the loss of biodiversity by 2010.  
 
Nevertheless, additional momentum is needed 
and this year will be decisive for the biodiversity 
community in making the last global decisions 
prior to 2010. Delegates from 190 countries that 
are Party to the CBD will gather in Bonn from 19 – 
31 May to chart the way forward to 2010 and from 
5 -14 October 2008 the environmental community 
will gather in Barcelona for the IUCN World 
Conservation Congress. In preparation for the 
CBD event the EU Environment Council released 
their conclusions on 3 March 2008 and the 
European Parliament will vote its resolution, in 
early May. Europe with its ecological footprint and 
hosting these major biodiversity events will have 
to be well equipped and continue to show 
leadership in order to maintain the 2010 target 
high on the political agenda. If you want to get 
active on this front – join Countdown 2010 at 
www.countdown2010.net.  

Sebastian Winkler 
Head of Countdown 2010 Secretariat 

 

 


