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Over 70 participants

NSRAC, NWWRAC, SWWRAC,
Pelagic RAC

Representatives of other RACs
Commission (DG Mare, DG Env)
Member States and their agencies
NGOs and invited experts







Purpose of meeting:

To explore how best the fisheries
sector and other RAC stakeholders
should engage with the designation

and management issues arising from
the emerging offshore marine Natura
2000 network




The more informed the
understanding of the RACSs, the
better their dialogue with decision-
makers, and the greater the

likelihood of fishing activities In
and around Natura 2000 sites
being managed so as to protect
sites with least possible disruption
to fishing.
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 Rockall Bank closure under NEAFC

 |ICES’ EMPAS study to develop
proposals for managing fisheries in
Natura 2000 sites in the German EEZ

 Atlantic Region Trans-national MPA
Project










Process for
adopting site
proposals




Process for
adopting site
protection
measures

« Until end of 2008 (but not after), DG Mare can

propose temporary protection measures
through amendments to the TAC & Quota Reg

e Fast track under Technical Measures Reg to
adopt permanent measures through
Comitology (3 mths if Council approves,
much longer under Lisbon Treaty/co-decision)




4 areas where the
Commission
believes RACs
have a key role










